
Rodent Control                                                                                       by Mark J. Polk 
 
When RVs are stored for the winter it’s not uncommon for mice and squirrels to make 
their winter home in the RV. These animals are notorious for chewing through vehicle 
wiring, plastic and rubber lines, causing extensive damage to the RV. I am by no means 
an expert on pest and rodent control, but after researching the subject I can offer a few 
ideas that other RVers use.  
 

 Possibly, the most important step is to try and prevent mice and other rodents 
from being able to access your RV. This can be difficult because they can enter 
the RV through some very small areas. Start by inspecting the underside of your 
RV for any gaps or holes. Fill these gaps using silicone or expanding foam. A 
word of caution, if you never used expanding foam before you should 
experiment with it on something other than your RV first. When it dries it can 
expand a great deal more than you expect. Next, open drawers and cabinet doors 
inside your RV. Look in all of the corners and crevices, especially where 
plumbing and wiring enter the RV. If you can see any daylight mice can get in. 
Fill these areas with silicone or foam. 

 Remove all food from the RV when it’s being stored and thoroughly clean the 
RV to remove any remnants of food that might attract mice and other rodents. 

 If at all possible try to park or store your RV on a solid surface like pavement or 
concrete. Try to avoid grass, fields or wooded areas. 

 If it’s a motorized RV start it every week to run any squirrels or mice off that 
may be making the engine compartment into a home for the winter. This is 
where a lot of chewing damage occurs. 

 If you don’t mind the smell of mothballs scatter them throughout areas of the 
RV. I have been told that mothballs will work for a while but eventually rodents 
will get used to the smell and it will no longer deter them. 

 Other people say the alternative to mothballs is dryer sheets, like Bounce. I have 
talked to people who swear they work and the smell is much more pleasant. The 
problem with dryer sheets is once they dry out they’re not really effective. 

 If you are close to where your RV is being stored you may want to use 
conventional mouse traps and check for mice every few days. The only problem 
with traps is that the bait in the trap will actually attract mice. I don't recommend 
any type of poison. It can take several days for the poison to work and the mice 
will usually die somewhere that you can't find them. If this happens you may 
never get rid of the smell. If you do use poison make sure pets can’t get to the 
areas where you put it. 

 I have talked to RVers who suggest you spray some type of insect spray (that 
contains mint oils) around the tires to discourage mice. The only problem I see 
with this is you would need to do it every few days if the RV is stored outside. 



 There are numerous ultrasonic pest controllers on the market. Some even offer 
money back guarantees. Again, I have talked to some people who swear by them 
and others who insist they don’t work. I have never tried this method. 

  If all else fails I ran across a product called Fresh Cab that claims to put off a 
sweet woodsy-alpine scent that will keep mice away for up to three months. I 
have not personally tried this product, but if you would like to read more about 
you can go to http://www.goodearthenterprises.com/ 

 

After a great deal of research on this topic I have come to the conclusion that the only way 
to really keep rodents away is to get rid of the rodent’s altogether. Continue to set traps for 
mice until they are gone and in the case of squirrels it may be necessary to trap and relocate 
them, if there is no other method available to get rid of them.  
 
Happy Camping  
 
Mark J. Polk 
 
Mark Polk is the owner of RV Education 101. RV Education 101 is a North Carolina 
based company that produces professional training videos, DVDs and e-books on how to 
use and maintain your RV. www.rveducation101.com  
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